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CLINICAL STUDIES OF INEBRIETY. 
BY T. D. CROTHERS, M. D., 


Assistant Superintendent of New York State Ine- 
briate Asylum, Binghamton, New York. 


Inebriety exceeds all other affections in its 
mortality and influence over the physical. and 
mental conditions of life. No other disease is 
so certainly transmitted, entailing on the 
fature deterioration and final extinction of 
the race. It is defined as a cerebro-psychal 
disorder of the nervous system, of the same 
genera and group of neuroses as that of loco- 
motor ataxy, progressive muscular atrophy, 
typho-mania, syphilitic insanity, and many 
forms of epilepsy. It seems to follow our 
peculiar civilization, keeping pace with its 
industrial ‘activities and its fierce struggles for 
wealth and power. It may often be traced in 
storm-like waves through the changes of politi- 
cal life, the ebb and flow of emigration, and 
the speculations and social convulsions of the 
times. The history of inebriety, as a disease, 
is a repetition of every advance in new fields of 
medicine. Recognized in the second century 
of the Christian era by Ulpian, the great 
Roman jurist, in his digest of laws, it was, eleven 
centuries later, during the reign of Alonzo the 
Ninth, of Spain, studied and treated by the 
State as an affection requiring special laws and 
Management, Three centuries further down, 
many of the German States endorsed these 
Views and enacted: laws based on them. Then 
came the observations of Dr. Rush, in thi 
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country; Prof. Platner, of Leipzig, in 1809; 
and Salvator, of Moscow, in 1817, and many 
others who boldly advocated that inebriety was 
a disease, and could only be reached by special 
means. From this time down, during the last 
fifteen years, this subject has been agitated by 
all classes. Although facts, statistics and obser- 
vation amply prove that inebriety is a disease 
of the physical and tal organism, yet the 
profession are slow to recognize it, wavering 
between the positive denials of some specialist 
and the empiric theories of temperance socie- 
ties, who believe it a vice. We propose to show, 
from the clinical stady of cases treated at this 
asylum, that inebriety is both a physical and 
mental disorder, at all times and in all cases, 
However obscure its origin may be, it has 
always a starting point, in perverted function 
or disordered cell growth, and its progress is 
influenced by definite conditions, and its termi- 
nation in death or recovery is as fixed and posi- 
tive as pneumonia or tuberculosis. The follow- 
ing cases bring out prominently the evidence of 
disease, beyond all power of the patient to check 
or control. 


Case 1.—Inebriety Proceeding from Physical 
Lesion Arising from Syphilis. 


H. B , a merchant, the head of a large, pros- 
perous house, temperate, and in good health, 
regular in his habits, contracted syphilis 
in 1859. Had buboes and a slight fever, 
from which he recovered in a month or 
more, and resumed business as usual. Two 
months later he was seized with intense 
depression, from no cause, and a strong desire 
for stimulants; this became so intense that he 
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drank freely, and with much satisfaction. In 
two days it passed away, and three months 
later returned, more depressing, and could only 
be satisfied in a similar way. From this time 
on these paroxysms for liquor, preceded by 
depression, increased in intensity and frequency. 
He was examined and treated by eminent phy- 
sicians, without avail, and all effort on his part 
to resist and break up this desire was useless. 
In 1866 these attacks had grown to such an 
extent that he was incapable of business, suffer- 
ing at least one week every month or more. 
He accordingly went to Europe, seeking every 
means to break up this craving, with but little 
relief. In 1870 he went back to Europe with 
his family, visiting Egypt, India, and making 
long sea voyages, returning after three years, 
much improved, the paroxysms only returning 
at long intervals. His health was good, and 
his mind clear. Two years later he gave up 
his business and came here for treatment. The 
periods of drinking had increased to one every 
month, lasting from four to eight days, marked 
by excessive drinking of brandy or alcohol. 
His health was very much reduced, and incipi- 
ent delirium tremensghad appeared. The 
interval of sobriety was spent in anxious efforts 
to repair and recover from the effects. 

Comments.—There was no trace of inherited 
insanity or inebriety in this case. The- taste 
of liquor was unpleasant, and only its effects 
would drive away its nauseating odors. The 
desire to drink came on without premonition, 
and he seemed forced to give way to impulses 
that his reason denounced. For fifteen years 
he sought earnestly and faithfully to break 
away, but failed. The origin here came clearly 
from the syphilis. This poison producing 
some lesion of the brain cells, was mani- 
fested in the diseased craving at certain times. 
Possibly no pathological search could have 
shown the exact lesion, or revealed any struc- 
tural changes, but strong diseased impulse 
existed, from which the patient could not 
recover. 


Case 2.—-Inebriety from Physical Lesion, Begin- 
ning in Concussion of the Brain. 


B. A., a lawyer, liberally educated, of strong 
intellect, and temperate. Entered the South- 
western army, as an officer, in 1860. After a 
few months of active service he was sent to the 
hospital, with a severe attack of typhoid pneu- 
monia, attended with much delirium. He re- 
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covered after three months of illness, and after 
a long furlough, in which he regained all his 
former strength, he entered the Army of the 
Potomae, in 1862, and while leading his com- 
mand at Chancellorville, was made unconscious 
by the explosion of a shell. 

Taken back to the hospital, he was found to 
have no external injury, but to be suffering from 
concussion of the brain. Active delirium came 
on, and continued for twenty-one days, after 
which reason returned, and this period was all 
a biankto him. He resumed his command, and 
continued until the close of the war, receiving 
no injury, and in apparently good health. He 
had been a strong temperance man from prin- 
ciple, and up to the time of receiving this con- 
cussion he had scarcely tasted liquor. Soon 
after resuming duty he was seized with uncon- 
troilable longings for stimulants, at distinct 
intervals. This he gratified, with inward satis- 
faction (privately), during the war. Some- 
times two days’ or more drinking would only 
satisfy him. The war over, and a return to his 
profession, brought increased longings and 
periods of gratification. Every means was tried 
to break up this desire ; the taste for liquor was 
unpleasant, but he was impelled, against all 
reason, to seek this relief. Chagrined at his 
weakness, he grew morose and more irritable, 
would retire to his room when drinking, and 
become destructive if interfered with. Eating 
nothing, and in a condition of delirium, fol- 
lowed by a day or more of stupidity, the 
paroxysm would end in weeks of prostration or 
fever. This struggle continued until 1869, when, 
after a sojourn at one of the mineral springs of 
the South, he resolved to give up, and put him- 
self under an attendant, who would watch 
over and sustain him. He was in better health, 
and succeeded in abstaining for two years, 
dithough the desire came on at intervals. A 
dull, wandering pain, called rheumatic, came 
and went; he noticed, also, in bad weather and 
changes of the moon, that he felt worse. At 
these times the attendant would watch with 
him, using all means to divert his mind and 
build up the body. In 1871 he received the 
sudden news of the death of a brother, and un- 
consciously he began to drink again, and only 
after a week did he realize his situation. From 
this time on his course was one of protracted 
and severe paroxysms of drinking, the -inter- 
vals growing shorter, and the cutaneous sensa- 
tions becoming more and more perverted. 
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Delirium tremens, in a slight form, appeared, 
memory failed, and rheumatic pains increased. 
Fatigue or excitement on any unusual circum- 
stance provoked a return of the drinking. 
Comments.—No inherited drunkenness or 
insanity could be traced in this case. No 
physical or mental weakness existed until after 
exposure in the army. The desire for liquor ail 
began after the concussion at Chancellorville. 
The severity of the injury was apparent in the 
long time of unconsciousness, and the sequel 
indicated a profound cerebral disturbance, 
manifested in uncontrollable inebriety. 


Case 3.—Inebriety from Some Mental Lesion, 
followed by Unconscious Paroxysms 
of Drinking. 

T. H.,a baker; common-school education ; of 
vigorous health, and temperate; a man of 
wealth and large social and business relations. 
In 1860 he was elected to a prominent office in 
his native city, requiring great care and respon- 
sibility, and frequent visits from home, subject 
to irregularities and excitements, during which 
he drank wine moderately. Two years later, 
at the age of fifty, he drank brandy to excess, 
impulsively, and without any reason. This 
came upon him suddenly, and in two or three 
months a similar paroxysm followed. Retiring 
from public life and traveling for some months 
made no difference. These periods were pre- 
ceded by moroseness and irritability, and sensa- 
tions of cold, which he did not realize as pre- 
monitory of inebriety. Then he would rush 
out for liquor, and after one glass all memory 
of events ceased, and he would wake up after 
the attack as from a sleep. These periods 
lasted from a few hours to many days. In 1868 
he was brought to this asylum, and went away 
very much improved after six months’ treat- 
ment. Three years later he relapsed, and 
drank excessively, from grief for the loss of 
some friends, and then continued at variable 
intervals to drink as before. He was seized 
with tremens on one or two occasions, and 
made many efforts to recover, without avail. He 
seemed strangely unconscious of the approach 
of these attacks, and demented and oblivious to 
all things after the drinking began. His father 
Wwas-a temperate man up to fifty years of age, 
then drank to excess, and died, a few years later, 
adrunkard. His grandfather began to drink 
late in life, and died from its effects. 

Comments.—The peculiar unconsciousness 
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which began at the moment of taking liquor 
indicated a profound mental disturbance, con- 
trolling the entire organism. The predisposi- 
tion to drink late in life was inherited direct, 
and appeared to be most intense at fifty years of 
age. His peculiar circumstances and position 
in life, at this time, favored the return of 
inebriety transmitted from his father. The 
progress of the case indicated that the presence 
or absence of certain exciting causes, of both a 
physical and psychical origin, largely controlled 
it. 

Case 4.—Intbriety from Inheritance and Weak- 

ened Mental and Physical Powers. 


S: H., a dentist ; educated ; 26 years of age. 
Has been a spasmodic drinker for eleven years. 
Began during the excitements and triumphs of 
college life. Had a strong love for liquor, 
which increased yearly. For the first three or 
four years only drank after fatigue or excite- 
ment, and not often to intoxication. Later, had 
spasms of drinking, depending on various excit- 
ing causes. During the last four years has 
drank alcohol pure, and in all its forms, with 
absinthe, etc. Has had delirium tremens 
slightly, and convulsions of epileptic charactér. 
Is pale, anzemic, and has disordered sensations 
of heat and cold; is restless, sensitive, and 
anxious to save himself from this affection. Has 
no control of his will when he begins to drink. 
The sight of a bottle, or bar where liquor is sold, 
will rouse up intense cravings for drink. He 
has adopted various means to keep away from 
this temptation. Sometimes he succeeds in 
abstaining for three or four weeks. Has been 
unconscious of his drinking during the period, 
for two years past. Has shown suicidal ten- 
dencies, is reckless and quarrelsome, and has 
premonitory symptoms, such as wildness of the 
eyes, confused, uneasy movements, before drink- 
ing. His father drank wine after meals, and 
was a@ morose, passionate man. His mother 
was a strong, impulsive woman, who alternated 
between the extreme of exaltation and depres- 
sion. His grandfather, on his mother’s side, 
was demented, and several of his children were 
feeble-minded, eccentric persons. 

Comments.—This was a case of well-marked 
insane diathesis, inherited, skipping one genera- 
tion, and appearing as impulsive inebriety. The 
tendency to mania, in some of its obscure forms, 
was determined by the moderate drinking 
habits of father and mother, to alcoholism. 
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The early excitement of college life was the 
starting point. Cerebral ‘disorganization had 
gone on to such an extent, that the least excit- 
ing cause provoked its appearance. No reason 
or will-power had any influence over these 
paroxysms. , 

These cases are presented because they illus- 
trate causes that are not recognized in every 
instance, particularly when presented in private 
practice. Knowing the exciting causes, with 
the conditions and surroundings of the patient, 
the prognosis of inebriety could be certainly 
made out before the victim is comparatively 
powerless to help himself. No society, with 
moral and social influence, can aid him ; noth- 
ing but the restraint of an asylum and watchful 
care, with special treatment, will avail. These 
cases reveal a degree of mental and physical 
disorder which cannot be termed by any other 
name but disease. There are evidently tissue 
degenerations and lowered vitality, with per- 
verted mental action, to begin with, and the use 
of alcohol has precipitated cell disorganization, 
bringing on a storm of morbid impulses, that 
sweeps away all reason and will power, and 
paves the way fora return. The system, from 
various causes, takes on favorable conditions for 
inebriety, and this affection follows as a 
sequence. From the first attack, new condi- 
tions of debility begin, dependent on the alcohol 
taken, and a chronic stage speedily follows. 
The practical end to be sought is, to distinguish 
_ these early causes, and guard against them ; and 
when these are overlooked, and the affection 
begun, a careful study of them will indicate 
much of the future treatment essential to final 
recovery. 

-BELLADONNA POISONING IN AN IN- 
FANT. 


BY H. L. HORTON, M. D., 
Of Morrisania, N. Y. 


I was summoned in haste, at 2 p. u., July 29th, 
1861, to see a child belonging to a Mr. Garvin, 
living on what was then Forrest avenue, town 
of Morrisania, now Concord avenue, New York 
city. Upon my arrival I quickly learned that 
a boy, two and a half years of age, had, about 
two hours previously, drank the contents of a 
bottle that his mother had placed on a table, 
among numerous other bottles which she had 
removed from a closet for the purpose of clean- 
ing. The child was in his mother’s arma, or 
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partially so, as there did not appear to be a 
muscle in his body but what was in spasmodic 
action, especially those of the extremities. The 
skin, in color, and to a certain extent in thick. 
ness, had the appearance of scarlet flannel ; the 
teeth were tightly clenched, with a little froth 
flying out between them at each irregular 
spasm of the muscles of expiration; eyelids 
widely separated, and fixed; pupils dilated to 
their utmost limit, and immovable ; child totally 
insensible ; pulse could not be counted, in con- 
sequence of the incessant muscular twitching. 

Such was the condition of things when an elder 
brother of the patient’s returned from the drug 
store of a Mr. Robert Du Bois, with the empty 
bottle, and a paper in his hand, to which place 
he had taken it (the bottle) to ascertain the 
nature of the poison, and, if possible, get an anti- 
dote. Mr. Du Bois, on turning to his file of pre- 
scriptions, learned that it had contained a mix- 
ture of glycerine and extract of belladonna, 
which he had just put up one year previously, 
to be used externally. From the internal ap- 
pearance of the bottle he estimated the amount 
of belladonna it contained at the moment it 
passed into the handsof the child. On the paper 
handed to me by the boy was written, “ extract 
of belladonna, forty-five grains.” 

I at once, and by force, gave an emetic dose 
of zinc sulphate, which in a short time had its 
specific effect. The material ejected at first was 
somewhat turgid, with what I presumed was 
the dark extract, but soon nothing but a little 
ropy, colorless mucus was visible. It was now 
evident that whatever was done must have 
reference toward counteracting the effect of that 
which had been absorbed. Opium, to my mind, 
was the only remedy from which could be ex- 
pected any relief in a case as extreme as the 
one before me, and canvassing the matter one 
moment more in my mind, I decided that the 
dose of my antidote (if antidote it was, for at 
that time it was a question under discussion by 
the profession) must be limited in amount only 
by the active resistance of the poison absorbed, 
and now actively at work; accordingly, I gave 
at once, and in one dose, two teaspoonfuls of 
tinctura opii, and mixed two more with a small 
amount of water, and ordered it to be given in 
teaspoonful doses every half hour. . 

On my return, about seven hours after, I 
learned that the mixture had all been given 98 
directed, and I found my patient partially free 
from muscular twitching ; breathing moderately 
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regular ; skin and eyes about the same as when 
I left; not sleeping, at least not soundly, as he 
was easily disturbed. Not seeing any indications 
for further medication, I directed that he should 
be roused if the breathing became stertorous. 
On calling in the morning, I learned that he had 
remained about the same as when I left him, up 
to two in the morning, when he closed his eyes, 
and appeared to sleep, in which condition he 
remained up to 6 a. m., when he called his 
father, and asked for a drink, and was given 
milk. No further treatment appeared to be 
necessary, consequently none was ordered. In 
afew days he had recovered his usual good 
health, and was apparently none the worse for 
having taken forty-five grains of the extract 


of belladonna and four teaspoonfuls of laudanum. | 
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MEDICAL SOcIETIES. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Society convened in Philadelphia, at the 
First Reformed Church, on Wednesday, May 
31st, at 3 p.m. The President, Dr. Crawford 
Irwin, in the chair. The session was opened 
with prayer by Rev. David Winters, of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Dr. T. M. 
Drysdale, Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements, delivered an address of welcome, 
in which he alluded to the past history of medi- 
cine and medical teaching in this city, and to 
the vast improvement in these matters during 
the century that has just been completed. He 
then offered the following 





Orper or Exercises AND ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Wepnespay, May 3lst.—The Society con- 
venes at the First Reformed Church, Broad 
song above Pine, at 3 Pp. m., and adjourns at 

P.M. 

Evening.—President’s Address, at the First 
agg Church, Broad street, above Pine, at 

P.M. 

Receptions at the residences of Dr. Washing- 
ton L. Atlee, 1408 Arch street, and Dr. Richard 
J. Levis, 1301 Arch street. 

Tuurspay, June lst.—The Society convenes 
at 9a. m., and adjourns atl Pp. m. 

Afternoon.—The Society convenes at 3 P. M., 
and adjourns at 6 P.M. 

Evening.—Reception at the Academy of Fine 
Arts, Broad street, above Arch, at 8 Pp. m. 

Frivay, Jone 2p.—Excursion and Entertaia- 
ment at Sea Girt, Atlantic Coast, New Jersey, 
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60 miles from Philadelphia, by special express, 
train leaving new passenger station, Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, West Philadelphia, at 7.45 a. m.; 
time, 2} hours; returning at 4 Pp. m. 

On motion of Dr. Stetler, of Philadelphia, 
the Committee on Unfinished Business was 
appointed :— Drs. Stetler, H. Corson and J. 8. 
Crawford. , 

On motion, the Address on Obstetrics was 
made the order for 10 o'clock on Thursday, and 
the other addresses to follow in order. 

Reports were received from a number of 
County Medical Societies, and referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

.On motion, those societies not quite ready 
were given until the 15th of June to present 
their reports to the same Committee; those not 
received by that time to be omitted from the 
published transactions. : 

The Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Drysdale, 
reported the receipt of the Constitutions of sev- 
eral new County Societies, and also the action 
of the Censors of the Fourth District on the case 
of an appeal. 

On motion, the report was received and 
entered on the minutes. 

On motion, it was agreed that after the ad- 
journment, the several delegations should meet 
and select their member of the Committee on 
Nominations, which Committee should meet at 
9 a. M. on Thursday, in the lecture room of the 
Church. 

Drs. J. W. Voorhies and Joseph Parrish, 
New Jersey; J. P. Gruwell, Iowa; Martin 
Baker, California; W. B. Mowry, Penn-ylvania; 
and Dr. Whitmarsh, of England, were made 
members by invitation. 

Dr. S. M. Ross desired a committee to be ap- 

inted, to express the views of the Society re- 
ative to the fees for post-mortem exaininations. 

This was discussed by Drs. E. A. Wood, 
Ulrich, Stewart, Levis, Pollock, Bruce and 
Halberstadt, and then adopted. 

Committee :—Drs. Ross, Pollock and E. A. 


Wood. 

Dr. H. C. Wood, of Philadelphia, offered the 
following :— 

Wuereas, It is a matter of general professional 
interest that the subject catalogue of the Na- 
tional Medical Library be published, and 

Wuereas, It is somewhat doubtful whether 
Congress will appropriate the money neceseary 
for the same, therefore be it 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to memorialize the Senators of this 
State, and that the County Societies be requested 
to take such measures necessary to urge its pub- 
lication upon their respective representatives. in 
Congress. 

Committee :—Drs. H. C. Wood, R. J. Dungli- 
son and T. M. Drysdale. 

An invitation was received from the Dauphin 
County Medical Society, requesting the State 
Society to meet in Harrisburg in 1877. This 
was referred to the Nominating Committee. 

Dr. Curwen not being ready with the address 
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on Mental Disorders, it was continued for 
another year. 

The Standing Committee reported that they 
had nothing to offer. 

The Committee on Medical Legislation, Dr. 
R. L. Sibbett, Chairman, presented their report, 
which after some remarks was made the order 
for Thursday afternoon. 

The report is as follows :— 


Mr. Presipent :—The Committee on Medical 
Legislation, authorized to continue their work, 
beg leave to report, that efforts have been made 
in several counties, in accordance with the reso- 
lution adopted at our last meeting, to enforce 
the law against incompetent medical practition- 
ers, approved April 12th, 1875. In some in- 
stances, however, these efforts have not been 
attended with satisfactory results. In Franklin 
county, for example, several persons were 
arrested and brought before the court; but the 
attention of the judge being called to the law, 
by members of the bar, he declared, in the pres- 
ence of the Grand Jury of the county, that this 
Act of Assembly, ‘‘ by reason of unskillful 
drafting, is inoperative, except upon transient 

- practitioners.” In another place he says, ‘“‘ The 
act cannot be violated in its first four sections, 
apart from its fifth section. This section out, 

_ the law has only a legal subject and a sanction. 

without a legal action.” With the consent of 
the District Attorney the prosecution withdrew 
the case. 

In several counties the judges of the courts 
appointed committees to examine applicants, in 
accordance with the provisions of section three ; 
but in every case, as far as heard from, this sec- 
tion has worked to the disadvantage of the 
profession and the people, and has prepared 
the way for non-graduates to commence prac- 
tice in parts of the State where they had been 
excluded by special enactments. 

Under these circumstances, your committee 
determined to ask for some additional legisla- 
tion. Accordingly, a memorial was prepared 
and placed in the hands of the members of both 
Houses of our Legislature. At the same time, in 
conference with the medical. gentlemen in the 
Senate and House of Representatives, a bill 
was prepared and passed by the Senate; but 
unfortunately it failed in the House on second 
reading. The following is a copy, somewhat 
modified, which we commend to the considera- 
tion of the profession. Itis in harmony with 
the special enactments on our statute books, 
which we think should be respected. It will 
be noticed that the title is somewhat modified. 
Section one is retained, chiefly on account of its 
moral effect. Section two, with its proviso, is 
prominent in all the special enactments on the 
subject. Instead of section three, which 
requires the judges of our courts to appoint ex- 
amining committees, registration is suggested, 
asa step which, it is said, will not meet with 
opposition in the Legislature. Sections four and 
five are also prominent in our special enact- 
ments; the one imposes a license upon itiner- 
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ants, the other a penalty upon violations of the 
law. It reads as follows .— 


AN ACT 


To Protect the People of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania against Incompetent Practi- 
tioners of Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics, 
Secrion 1.—Be it enacted, etc. :— 

That the standard qualifications of a practi- 
tioner of medicine, surgery, or obstetrics, shall 
be and consist of the following, namely: A 
good moral character, a thorough elementary 
education, a comprehensive and _ practical 
knowledge of human anatomy, human phy- 
siology, pathology, chemistry, materia medica, 
obstetrics, the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery, and public hygiene. 

Sec. 2.—It shall be unlawful, after the pas- 
sage of this act, for any person to practice medi- 
cine, surgery, or obstetrics, who has not re- 
ceived, in a regular manner, a diploma from a 
chartered medical school, duly authorized to 
confer upon its alumni the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. 

Provided, however, that any resident practi- 
tioner of medicine, surgery, or obstetrics, who 
may not have received a diploma from a char- 
tered medical school, but has been in the regu- 
lar and continuous practice of medicine in this 
Commonwealth during a period of five years 
previous to the passage of this act, shall be 
allowed to pursue the same. 

Sec. 3.-—It shall further be unlawful, after 
the first day of October, , for any resident of 
the State of Pennsylvania to practice medicine, 
surgery, or obstétrics, who has not, under oath 
or affirmation, entered, in a book procured and 
kept by the Prothonotary of the Court of 
Common Pleas of the county or city in which 
such practitioner resides, his or her name in 
full, together with the name of the institution 
which has conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, and the date of the diploma; or the 
length of time and place or ge in which 
any resident practitioner who has not received 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine may have 
practiced in this Commonwealth; or who has 
not paid into the treasury of the county or city 
in which such practitioner resides the sum of 
two dollars, and to such Prothonotary an equal 
sum of money, as the costs in full of such regis- 
tration. 

Sec. 4.—Any person who shall attempt to 
practice medicine or surgery, by opening & 
transient office within the limits of this Com- 
monwealth, or shall, by handbill, or other form 
of written or printed advertisement, assign such 
transient office, or other place, to persons seek- 
ing medical or surgical advice, or prescription, 
or, who shall itinerate from place to place, or 
from house to house, and who shall propose to 
cure any person sick, afflicted, or disabled, by 
the use of any medicine, means, or agency, 
whatsoever, shall, before being allowed to prac- 
tice in this manner, appear before the clerk of 
the court of quarter sessions, of the county or 
city in which such person desires to practice, 
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and shall furnish satisfactory evidence to such 
clerk that the provisions of this Act have been 
complied with, and shall, in addition, take out 
a license for one year, and pay into the treasury 
of the county, or city, the sum of fifty dollars 
therefor; whereupon, it shall be the duty of 
such clerk to issue to such applicant a proper 
certificate of license, on payment of the fee of 
five dollars for his services, 

Provided, however, that the announcement 
of name, title and place of business, by card or 
otherwise, shall be approved by this act. 

Sec. 5.—Any person who shall violate any 
of the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction before any 
court, shall be sentenced to pay a fine, not less 
than my f dollars, nor more than two hundred 
dollars, for each and every such offence, for the 
use of the county or city wherein such misde- 
meanor is committed, or to a term of imprison- 
ment, not exceeding one year, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 6.—The act approved April 12th, 1875, 
entiled, “‘ An Act to Regulate the Practice of 
Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics,” is hereby 
repealed. 

n conclusion, your Committee would state, 
as the result of their experience, that the repre- 
sentatives of the people are yet unwilling that 
any standard of qualification should be fixed by 
law, in regard to those who shall hereafter com- 
mence the study of medicine. They are, like- 
wise, unwilling that those who are engaged as 
druggists, or apothecaries, should be placed 
under restraint, or, in any manner, prevented 
from giving medical and surgical advice. These 
points kept in reserve, until a brighter da 
dawns upon us, the foregoing sketch is su 
mitted, with full confidence that, if presented 
at the next session of our Legislature, it may be 
sufstituted for the present general law. 

. L. Sissert, Chairman. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until 8 p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Society convened at 8 Pp. u. Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. Nebinger, in the chair. The President, 
Dr. Crawford Irwin, then delivered the Annual 
Address. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Lancaster, 
the thanks of the Society were tendered to Dr. 
Irwin for his able and interesting address, and 
& copy was requested for publication in the 
Transactions. Adjourned. 


THURSDAY, JUNE Ist. 


In consequence of the parade of Knights 
Templar, which was passing the place of meet- 
ing, the Society did not assemble until 11 a. m. 

Dr. R. Davis, of Wilkesbarre, read the 
Address in Obstetrics, which was devoted to a 
Teview of the subject of placenta previa, and 
the treatment of this complication, of late, by 
the use of the forceps. 

On motion of Dr. Lee, thanks were tendered 
to Dr. Davis, and the paper was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 
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The following gentlemen were made members 
by invitation :—Drs. R. E. Paine and S. Lawton, 
oF Me.; W. Elmer, Sr., N. J.; E. J. Kirkscey, 
Ga. ; J. Marion Sims, N.Y.; —— Kohler, Tenn. 

Dr. D. Hayes Agnew, of Philadelphia, then 
delivered the Address in Surgery. 

On motion of Dr. Mowry, it was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Rahter, of Dauphin County, offered a 
report from that County as follows :— 

HEREAS, The action of the Dauphin County 
Medical Society, in endorsing the resignation, 
in 1873, of the entire medical staff of the Har- 
risburg Hospital, has been misrepresented, and 
attributed to motives entirely foreign to those 
expressed ; 

Anp Wuerzas, In justice to the profession at 
large and to ourselves, it is desirable that the 
medical profession should be conversant with 
the simple facts in reference thereto: Therefvre, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to draw up and present to this Soci- 
ety a report, with the necessary documentary 
evidence, of all the facts connected with the 
endorsement by the Society of the resignation, 
in 1873, of the medical staff of the Harrisburg 
Hospital. 


HarrissurG, February 15th, 1876. 


In compliance with your resolution of Janu- 
ary 18th, 1876, directing us to collate all the 
facts relative to the endorsement by the County 
Society of the resignation, in 1873, of the late 
Medical Staff of the Harrisburg Hospital, your 
committee would respectfully submit the follow- 


ing :— 

On the fourth day of April, 1873, Articles of 
Incorporation for “The Harrisburg Hospital 
for the reception and cure of the sick and 
injured, were granted by the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania; through the liberality and 
enterprise of a few large-hearted and moneyed 
men, the institution was placed on a sound 
financial basis, a building procured. a series of 
rules for the guidance of the managers and the 
control of the affairs of the hospital carefully 
prepared and published. A medical staff was 
elected in accordance with those rules, who 
consented to give gratuitously their services 
for the benefit of the hospital, and a meeting of 
the contributors was called for August 4th, 
1873, to dedicate the building to the reception 
and cure of the sick and injured. 

Just prior to that meeting, at an adjourned 
meeting of the Managers, called to hear the 
reports of several committees, the aes 
resolution, much to the surprise of the Medi 
Staff, was adopted by the Board of Managers :— 

““Wuereas, It has been stated that if Homeo- 
age Medicines be procured, attendance will 

e furnished gratuitously by a Homeopathic 
physician: Therefore, 

“‘ Resolved, That a case of Homceopathic Medi- 
cines be procured, at a cost not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, so that if any patients wish to 
be treated under that system it may be done 
by a physician of that school.” 
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On the issue thus made, John Curwen, m. p., 
and George W. Reily, mu. p, members of the 
Board of managers, after having in vain pro- 
tested against the adoption of such a resolution, 
resigned from the Board: Ata meeting called 
to consider the subject, the entire Medical 
Staff, unwilling to compromise their position in 
the profession, not wishing, in the discharge of 
eleemosynary duties, to be hampered by in- 
fluences adverse to their education, training 
and practice, and feeling that their usefulness 
to the patients under their charge would be 
impaired, appointed a committee of three to 
wait upon the visiting Managers at the hospital, 
protest against the enforcement of the resolu- 
tion, confer with them as to the possibility of 
having it rescinded, and in case the protest 
would not be considered, submit the resignation 
of the Medical Staff. 

The Managers were waited upon, the protest 
was made, and the subject fully discussed, 
when it was found that the Board intended to 
adhere to their expressed views: the committee, 
in accordance with their instructions, presented 
the following resignation of the Medical Staff 
to the Managers. 


Harrispore, Pa., August 6th, 1873. 


To the Board of Managers of the Harrisburg 

Hospital :— 

GENTLEMEN :—The undersigned respectfully 
represent that when we accepted the respective 
yey to which you elected us upon the 

taff of the Hospital, we did so under the 
impression that the Medical and Surgical treat- 
ment of its patients would be entrusted entirel 
a our care, as they are in every regular Hospi- 


You have seen fit, subsequent to our accept- 
ance, to pass the following preamble and resolu- 
tion :— 

Wuereas, It has been stated that if Homeo. 
pathic Medicines be procured, attendance will 
be furnished gratuitously by a Homeopathic 
physician: Therefore, 

“Resolved, That a case of Homeopathic Medi- 
cine be procured, at a cost not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, so that if any patients wish to 
be treated under that system, it may be done 
by a physician of that school.” 

Whilst we should cheerfully and gratuitously 
have served the interests of the institution, to 
the best of our ability, as its sole staff, we 
cannot consent to act in a hospital wherein it 
is proposed to sanction a practice so utterly at 
variance with that in which we have been 
educated. 

We therefore hereby respectfully tender our 
resignations. 

H. O. Witman, ™. p., Consulting Physician. 

George Dock, m. p., Consulting Surgeon. 

H. L. Orth, u. v., A.C. Renninger, m. p., 
Visiting Surgeons. 

John W. Hay, mu. v., George S. Hursh, m. p., 
Visiting Physicians. 

Hugh Hamilton, a. v., Jghn C. Hutton, u. v, 
Dispensary Physicians. 
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On the morning of the 7th inst., at a special 
meeting of the managers, the resignation of the 
Medical Staff was accepted, and on the evening 
of the same day, at a special meeting of the 
Society, the action of the Hospital Staff was 
unanimously endorsed as follows :— 

‘*Wuereas, The Board of Managers of the 
Harrisburg Hospital, having elected a com- 
petent Medical Staff of regular physicians, did, 
by the following resolution, passed subsequently 
to the said election, viz. : 

‘‘ Wuereas, It has been stated that, if Home- 
opathic medicines be procured, attendance will 
be furnished gratuitously, by a Homceopathie 
physician ; Therefore, 

“‘ Resolved, That a case of Homeeopathic medi- 
cines be procured, at a cost not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, so that if any patients wish to 
be treated under this system, it may be done by 
a physician of that school,” attempt to intro- 
duce into the hospital a pretended system of 
medicine: Therefore, 

‘“« Resolved, That we cordially approve of, and 
endorse, the action of Drs. Curwen and Reilly, 
in resigning their positions upon the Board of 
Managers of said Hospital. 

“ Resolved, That we most cordially approve 
of, and endorse, the manly and high toned pro- 
fessional action of the Medical Staff in promptly 
resigning their positions in said Hospital. 

“ Resolved, That we, individually and as 4 
Society, hereby pledge ourselves not to accept 
any position in said Hospital, unless each and 
every member of the late staff be re-elected by 
the Maange of said Hospital, and all other 
practice but that of the regular school of 
medicine be ignored.” 

In the report of the Managers of the Hos- 
pital for the year 1874, the resolution of August 
4th, 1873, modified as follows, was incorpo- 
rated in the rules, viz: 4 " 

“Should any patient at the time of his or 
her admission request of the Steward or attend- 
ing managers to be treated by a Homeopathic 
physician, the request shall be granted, and the 
Steward shall immediately notify such Hommo- ° 
pathic physician of Harrisburg, as may 
to serve the Hospital gratuitously for the time 
being." —P. 29, Annual Report of Harrisburg 
Hospital, 1874. ; 

e-have thus given a plain and succinct 
statement, with documentary evidence annexed, 
of the facts connected with the endorsement by 
the Society of the resignation, in 1873, of the 
Medical Staff of the Hospital. ‘ 

The impossibility of endorsing even tacitly, @ 
practice in the Hospital based on an “ exclusive 
dogma,” the absurdity of having any profes- 
sional connection, either public or private, with 
Homeeopathic practitioners, under any condi- 
tions or guarantees, and the resignation from the 
Board of Managers of the medical men who 
were conversant with the animus that origt 
nated the Homeopathic resolution, furnished 
ample reasons for the resignation of the 
Medical Staff. apes 

And the Society would have been derelict in 


7 
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its duty to the Pennsylvania State Medical So- 
ciety, under whose auspices it was organized, 
would have failed to carry out the pledges made 
to the American Medical Association, when 
accepting for its government the rules of guid- 
ance laid down in their published code of Ethics, 
and to itself, if it had hesitated for one instant 
to endorse that resignation, based, as it was, on 
those convictions of right and duty which 
should, at all times. guide each and all of us in 
our intercourse with our professional brethren. 
[Signed, ] H. L. Orru, m. v., 
Jno. CurwEN, M. D., 
Hues Hamitton, ¥. dD. 


Resolved, That the same Committee be in- 
structed to have printed the Report just read, 
and send copies to the Pennsylvania State Medi- 
eal Society, and also to each and every County 
Society in the State. 


Daupain County Mepicat Socrery, 
Harrispure, Pa., February 26th, 1876. 


We hereby certify that the above is a true and 
correct copy from the minutes of this Society. 
[Signed] C. A. Ranrer, m. v., Pres. 
Attest: Hucsu Hamitron, m. v., Sec'y. 


On motion of Dr. Lee, its consideration was 
made the special order. 

Dr. Traill Green offered the following, which 
was unanimously adopted :— 

Wuereas, the Dauphin County Medical So- 
ciety, from a sense of high professional duty, 
has endorsed the action of the surgeons and 
' physicians in resigning their positions, in 1873, 
on the staff of the Harrisburg Hospital, on 
account of the introduction of Homeopathic 
practice, . 

Resolved, That this society do commend and 
approve of that action. 

Resolved, That while approving that action, 
we cannot endorse too fully the high-toned pro- 
fessional action which prompted the medical 
staff to decline to have anything to do with an 
institution that recognizes any system of prac- 
' tice based upon an “ exclusive dogma.” 

Dr. Langfitt, of Allegheny City, offered the 
following :— , 

Wuereas, The students of Homeopathic 
practitioners are annually graduated at regular 
medical colleges, openly avowing their intention 
to practice homoeopathy, it becomes the duty of 
this organization to take cognizance of the fact. 
Further, that the degree of m. p. conferred upon 
these men is contrary to facts set forth in the 
annual catalogues of- these colleges, to wit, that 
the student, before admission, must have read 
medicine for a specified number of years, in the 
gic of a regular member of the profession. 

urther, that this constant admission of students 
of homoeopathic practitioners is detrimental to 
the remaining graduates of these colleges, an in- 
Jury to the profession at large, and calculated to 
put a premium upon quackery, and to bring the 
colleges into disrepute, both at home and abroad, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of. this organi- 
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zation that the Faculties of the various Medical 
Colleges, in justice to their graduates, should 
remedy this evil, and that in all instances of 
doubt as to the standing of a student’s precep- 
tor, they should refer to the county society in the 
county from which such student comes. 

Dr. Winslow, of Philadelphia, offered to 
amend :— 

We, the delegates of the Pennsylvania State 
Medical Society, hereby express our earnest 
desire that the Faculties of the Regular Medical 
Schools shall demand of each candidate for 
graduation a certificate of three years’ study of 
medicine, from a regular physician, whose re- 
spectability is endorsed my county society. 

After discussion by Drs. Cohen, Keiffer, 
Baehr, Pollock, Sibbett, Agnew and others, on 
motion of Dr. O’Neil, the whole subject was 
laid on the table. 

_ Dr. Pollock, of Pittsburg, offered the follow- 
ing :— 

No member of any County Medical Society 
shall admit into his office a student of medicine, 
until he presents a certificate from the Examin- 
ing Committee, testifying that he has been duly 
examined, and has a good English education, 
and sufficient knowledge of Latin and Greek 
to enable him to pursue his studies with advan- 
tage. 

“After much discussion, it was referred to a 
committee of five, to report at the next meeting 
of theSociety. Committee, Drs. Pollock, Stewart, 
Pursell, Ross, of Altoona; and Miller, of Hun- 
tingdon. 

n motion of Dr Langfitt, this action was re- 
considered, and the whole matter was again 
referred to the Committee. 

Dr. Curwen presented the following report of 
the Commitiee on Nominations. 

President—Dr. R. B. Mowry. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. George W. Reily, 
Amos Seip, Thomas Lyon, D. P. Miller. 

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Thomas M. 
Drysdale. . r 

ermanent Secretary—Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson. 

Treasurer— Dr. Benjamin Lee. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. H. L. Orth. 

Committee of Publication—Drs. Wm. B. At- 
kinson, J. G. Stetler; Benjamin Lee, T. M. Drys- 
dale, James Tyson, Albert Fricke, H. L. Orth. 

Delegates to the American Medical Associa- 
tion---Dr. F. C. Harrison, Union ; Dr. W. 8. Welsh, 
Venango; Dr. G. B. Mitchell, Mifflin ; Dr. A. M. 
Neyman, Butler; Dr. Wm. Corson, Montgom- 
ery; Dr. I. N. Pierson, Adams; Dr. Wm. 
Heisen, Allegheny ; Dr. P. L. Reichard, er ; 
Dr. Jos. Coblentz, Berks; Dr. James Eby, 
Perry; Dr. I. N. Snively, Franklin; Dr. Wm. 
Anderson, Indiana; Dr. C. A. Rahter, Dau- 

hin; Dr. L. Turnbull, Philadelphia; Dr. R. 
Davie, Luzerne ; Dr. I. 8. Crawford, Lycoming ; 
Dr. B. Leaman, Lancaster ; Dr. John G. Stetler, 
Philadelphia; Dr. W. I. Ainey, Susquehanna ; 
Dr. R. J. Levis, Philadelphia; Dr. Joseph 
McElroy, Washington ; Dr. I. I. Morrow, Mercer; 
Dr. W. B. Ulrich, Delaware; Dr. W. M. Reber, 
Columbia ; Dr. Traill Green, Northampton. 
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Place of meeting, Harrisburg. Time of meet- 
ing, seeond Wednesday of June, 1877. 

Resolved, That the members of the Dauphin 
County Medical Society appoint the Committee 
of Arrangements for 1877. 

Resolved, That the censors of the several dis- 
tricts be continued as registered, unless it is 
especially desired to substitute another name. 


Dr. L. A. Smith substituted in Susquehanna, 
for Dr. W. I. Ainey. 

Dr. W. H. Daley in place of Dr. M. O. Jones, 
Allegheny. 

Delegates to the New Jersey Medical So 
ciety—Montgomery, Dr. Hiram Corson; Dau- 

hin. Dr. George W. Reily ; Dr. I. D. Leslie, 

usquehanna. 

Delegates to the New York State Society— 
Dr. Wm. M. Wallace, Erie ; Dr. I. B. Murdoch, 
Allegheny; Dr. C. Halsey, Susquehana; Dr. 
Thomas Lyon, Lycoming; Dr. B. Gillette, Ve- 
nango. 

Delegates to Ohio State Medical Society— 
Dr. F. C. Harrison, Union; Dr. E. A. Wood, 
Allegheny; Dr. S. L. Blachley. Washington. 

Delegates to Delaware State Medical Society— 
Dr. Edwin Fussell, Delaware; Dr. P. D. Key- 
ser, Philadelphia; Dr. J. S. Crawford, Lycom- 
ing; Dr. A. B. Dundore, Berks. 

Delegates to West Virginia State Medical 
Society- Dr. S H. Benton, Venango; Dr. 8S. 
M. Ross, Blair; Dr. A. Shaffer, Mifflin. 

Delegates to Medical and Chirurgical Faculty 
of Maryland—Dr. I. W. C. O'Neill, Adams; 
Dr. I. N. Richards, Bedford; Dr. D. I. McKib- 
ben, Schuylkill; Dr. A. H. Senseny, Franklin. 

Delegate to Connecticut Medical Society—Dr. 
8. N. Benham, Allegheny. 

Delegates to International Medical Con- 

ess—Dr. Joseph Swartz, Perry; Dr. W. 

urray Weidman, Berks; Dr. S. B. Kieffer, 
Cumberland ; Dr. W. I. Langfitt, Beaver; Dr. 
Wm. Anderson, Indiana; Dr. J. L. Atlee, Lan- 
caster; Dr. I. W. Anawalt, Westmoreland ; 
Dr. Amos Seip, Northampton; Dr. John T- 
Carpenter, Schuylkill; Dr. I. L. Stewart, Erie ; 
Dr. A. H_ Sheaffer, Mifflin; Dr. Wm. Irvin, 
Butler; Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Philadelphia ; 
Dr. L. Turnbull, Philadelphia ; Dr. Geo. Straw- 
bridge, Philadelphia; Dr. S. D. Gross, Philadel- 
a Th Dr. R_ E. Rogers, Philadelphia; Dr. G. 

- Underwood, Luzerne; Dr. W. L. Richardson, 
ye seer Dr. John D. Ross, Blair; Dr. A. 
M. Pollock, Allegheny; Dr. C. B. King, Alle- 
gheny; Dr. H. L. Orth, Dauphin; Dr. Wm. 
Savery, Montgomery; Dr. L. B. Kline, Columbia. 


Resolved, That any vacancies in the list of 
delegates to the International Medical Congress 
be filled by the President and Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. Cohen, the report and reso- 
lution were adopted, with the exception of the 
delegation to the International Medical Con- 
gress from Philadelphia. 

Dr. Lee, the Treasurer, explained, for the 
benefit of the members, the mode by which the 
County societies should pay to the State So- 
ciety. On motion, adjourned. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 


The President called the Soeiety to order at 
33 P. M. 

Drs D. S. Booth, of Illinois, D. E. Byrd, 
Arkansas, B. S. Woodworth, Indiana, were 
made members by invitation. 

An invitation was read from Professor R. E. 
Rogers, to visit the new buildings of the Uni- 
versity, and one from the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, to visit that building. Both were 
received, with thanks. 

Dr. Stetler, of the Committee on Unfinished 
Business, reported but one item, and that was 
the amendment to the Constitution offered two 
years ago. 

The report was received, the amendment 
taken up, and the amendment was negatived. 

Dr. H. Corson offered a resolution to publish 
a report made some years ago on infanticide, 
and not then published. 

This was discussed by a number of members, 
The Committee of Publication called attention 
to the fact that if this were published, it would 
establish a bad precedent, masmuch as it had 
already been published by another body. The 
resvlation to publish it in the next volume of 
Transactions was then agreed to. 

Dr. Curwen, of the Comwitiee on Insane Crimi- 
nal, reported that they had failed to obtain the 
necessary legislation. The Committee was dis- 
charged. Dr. Curwen also reported on the sub- 
ject of the Southeastern Insane Asylum, and 
was, by request, discharged. ‘ 

Vice President, Dr. Nebinger, in the chair. 

Dr. Curwen then brought up the subject of 
the insane poor, and on motion of Dr. Green, 
the memorial was ordered to be published with 
the Transactions. 

Dr. Curwen was requested to prepare a further 
statement, to be issued at once, and also pub- 
lished in the Tranactions. 7 

Dr..J. L. Atlee, read an obituary of Dr. 
Edward Wallace, of Philadelphia, and offered 
the following, which was unanimously adopted: 


Wuerzas, In the dispensation of Providence, 
our late fellow-member, and President of the 
Society, Dr. Edward Wallace, of Philadelphia, 
has been removed from the sphere of his useful- 
ness, be it ‘ , 

Resolved, That the Society has heard with 
much regret of the death of Dr. Edward Wal- 
lace, whose sterling qualities as a man, and 
scientific acquirements and skill as a physician, 
commanded our respect, while his gentle man- 
ners and amiable disposition secured our affec- 
tion. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered 
upon our minutes, and communicated to his 
family. } 

Dr. Dysdale offered the following, which was 
unanimously adopted :— 

Wuereas, Much of the efficiency of this 
Society is due to ‘the manner in which the 
Permanent Secretary has fulfilled the duties of 
his office, which occupy much valuable time, 
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snd which are onerous; and believing that 
itis but fair to recompense him, as is done 
by similar bodies, for his time and labor in pre- 
ing our annual volume of Transactions, and 
in performing other duties; and, that an in- 
centive should be offered him to continue his 
valuable labors ; therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to 
him annually the sum of three hundred 
dollars, commencing with the present meeting. 
Dr. Winslow, of Philadelphia, offered the 
following :— 


Wuereas, It is a well-known fact that 
students of homeeopathic physicians, as well as 
many of those of the regular profession, are 
permitted to ‘graduate at our medical colleges, 
often without any certificate of three years’ 
study being demanded, and when so demanded, 
the status of the signer is not determined ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, By the Pennsylvania State Medi- 
cal Society, that this,condition of affairs shall 
be explained, by committee or otherwise, to the 
Deans of our medical institutions, that so 
grievous an evil may be remedied. 


After some discussion it was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Dr. Lee read his report as Treasurer, showing 
a balance of $1072.68. It was received and 
referred to auditors, Drs. Stetler, Turnbull, and 
Taylor. 

On motion of Dr. Pollock, the Committee on 
Medical Legislation was continued. 

Dr. Atkinson, Chairman of the Committee of 
Publication, read his report, which was re- 
ceived and entered on the minutes. 

Dr. Lee moved that the Committee on Medical 
Legislation be directed to confer with the 
College of Pharmacy on such points as touch 
the prescribing by druggists. 

After some discussion, this was lost. 

A petition from Dr. Buehler was offered, but 
as that matter had already been settled, it was 
not read. 

Dr. Turnbull read the report on the proper 
mode of administering anesthetics. Two mem- 
bers of the committee considered the ordinary 
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napkix the best for inhalations, for reasons 
given ; the third offered various inhalers, ete. 

The report was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

The auditors reported the Treasurer’s accounts 
correct. 

A bill from Dr. Sibbett was ordered paid. 

The Committee on Fees for Post-mortems re- 
ported as follows: * 

The Committee on Post-mortem Fees, recom- 
mend the repeal of all special legislation upon 
fees for autopsies. Also, that the fees es- 
tablished by county medical societies be the 
standard of charges for professional services. 
Further, that a committee be appointed, of one 
physician from each censorial district of this 
commonwealth, who shall procure the proper 
legislation (if possible) for the purpose. 

M. Ross, 
A. M. Pottock, 
E. A. Woop, 
Committee. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. Stetler offered the following amendments, 
which were laid over for one year: 

Amend Art. 1, Sec. 1, of the By-Laws, by 
striking out the words, “open the annual 
session with,” in the 3d line, and insert the 
word deliver, and after the word “and,” in the 
same line, insert annual. 

Amend Art. 1v, Sec. 3, of the Constitution, by 
adding the words ex-officio delegates, after the 
word “ delegates,” in the first line. ‘ 

On motion of Dr. Stetler the Standing Com- 
mittee was continued. 

On motion of Dr. W. L. Atlee, thanks were 
tendered to the President and all the officers 
for their official services. 

Thanks were tendered to Drs. Atlee and 
Levis, for their handsome reception; to the 
elders of the Church, for the use of the build- 
ing; to the aren of Philadelphia. 

Drs. W. L. Atlee and Bruce then conducted 
the President-elect to the chair. 

Dr. Mowry, President-elect, then addressed 
the Society. 

On motion, the Society then adjourned, to 
meet at Harrisburg, June, 1876. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


The Healing of Wounds. 

Ata meeting of one of the sections of the 
British Medical Association, Dr. Hirschfeld 
made some. remarks on the treatment of wounds, 
and said the first step was to stop hemorrhage, 
which was to be done by styptics, torsion, 
ligature, acupressure. He considered the use 





of —— to be exceptional; torsion he con- 


sidered best in all cases, except when the vessels 
were very large or diseased; acupressure was 
used by him only when hemp or catgut liga- 
tures could not be applied, or had failed, and 
when torsion had been impossible also, or had 
failed. The second step was to remove foreign 
bodies, whieh, he thought, could be better done 
by a scalpel or the fingers than by long spong- 
ing or washing, which he thought injurious, 
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as the water, especially if pure, was liable to 
be absorbed. He had no objection, however, to 
a slight rush of water, especially if it had a 
little salt in it. The third step was to let the 
wound glaze. The fourth was to place the 
surfaces in apposition, which was to be done 
after glazing had taken place. The fifth step 
consisted of using deep silver and horsehair 
sutures; and the sixth step was to place the 
in an easy position. These matters having 

en attended to, and a glass drainage-tube 
applied, the wound was to be treated according 
to the temperature of the parts; if too cold, 
warmth was to be applied ; and if too hot, the 
surgeon should remove the sutures, and irri- 
gate, if necessary; but, if there were no excess 
either way, the line of the wound should be 
left bare. Both dry and wet cold might be 
used ; the former very conveniently by ice-bags 
made of gutta-percha tissue glued with chloro- 
form at the edges, or by irrigation over gutta- 
percha ; the latter by ordinary lint, or by irri- 
gation with worsted threads introduced into a 
vessel of water above the limb, and having the 
free ends applied to the part affected. The 
extent to which cold should be carried could be 
regulated by the sensations of the patient. He 
believed irrigation best in all cases where the 
wound could not safely be left bare. He had 
in this way successfully treated lacerated wounds, 
including compound dislocation of the ankle, 
where irrigation had been continued for weeks, 
until in fact, the heat has become normal. In one 
such case, the patient was in bed for ten weeks, 
after which passive motion was- commenced, 
and in six months there was perfect movement. 


On Athetosis and Allied Disorders. 


Dr. W. R. Gowers presented a paper to the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of Lon- 
don, the object of which was to bring forward 
two cases of disordered movement similar to 
that to which Hammond has given the name of 
“ athetosis,”’ and to consider the relations of 
that affection in a general survey of the various 
forms of me rote! gauareen disturbance. One of 
the cases had presented slow involuntary move- 
ments leading to various distortions of the hand, 
and a similar, although less striking, condition 
in the foot. The movement had supervened on 
a slight attack of hemiplegia. Under electrical 
treatment, the spontaneous movements, after 
existing two years, ceased, only incodrdination of 
voluntary movement remaining. In the other 
case, the movements were slight, and only char- 
acteristic when the hand was extended. They 
had been preceded for some time by unilateral 
numbness. It was pointed out that neither the 
clinical history nor the supposed pathology of 
athetosis afforded grounds for separating it 
from other forms of disordered movement 
commonly seen after hemiplegia, but any 
one of which might occur as a primary affec- 
tion. The essential element in athetosis was a 


slow, remitting, mobile spasm, and it differed: 


from the common post-hemiplegic contracture, 


Periscope. 
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chiefly in the absence of fixed spasm. The 
varieties of quick intermitting spasm, regular 
and irregular, were then described, and its 
effect in producing incotrdination, both chorei- 
form and violent. In a case of extreme incotr- 
dination of the arm after hemiplegia, the 
ore showed a cicatricial induration extend- 
ing through the middle of the optic thalamus, 
There was no secondary degeneration of the 
spinal cord. In “ late rigidity,” it was pointed 
out, two elements might be discerned : one vary- 
ing, ceasing during sleep, increased by an 
attempt at movement; the other unvarying, 
The latter only was to be referred to changes in 
cord and muscle; the former possessed many 
features in common with mobile spasm, and 
was probably to be referred to bfain-changes. 
Several illustrative cases were shown, and 4 
table was exhibited grouping the various dis- 
orders of movement under the three heads of 
“intermitting,” “remitting,” and “ fixed” 
spasm. 


The Use of Ergot in Uterine Polypi. 


Speaking of the medical treatment of intra- 
uterine polypi, Dr. A. Reeves Jackson remarks, 
in the Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner: 

There is one medicine, to the efficacy of which 
I desire to bear testimony. I allude to ergot. 
Its, use is especially indicated in cases where 
growths of fibrous character are passing from 
the condition of submucous tumor to that of 

olypus ; and also in cases where polypi of any 
King have come to press against, and do not 

uite pass through the os uteri. In these cases 
the ergot, by inducing firm contraction of the 
uterine walls, forces the growth downward; it 
becomes more quickly and decidedly peduncu- 
lated, and consequently more accessible to radi- 
cal treatment. At the same time it is the most 
efficient agent under these circumstances in 
checking the hemorrhage. Prof. Byford has 
informed me that it has been his custom for 
many years to rely chiefly upon this drug for 
the purposés mentioned. 


On the same subject, Dr. A. R. Smart says, in 


the Detroit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy: 
I have used ergotine in one case of intersti- 
tial uterine fibroid, occupying the posterior wall 
of the organ; the cavity was increased to four 
and one-half inches. The patient, a lady of 
fifty-three years, had suffered over a year from 
exhausting hemorrhages, and was very anzmic 
and much reduced in strength. For some weeks 
before commencing the use of ergotine, she had 
been partially aphasic, and had suffered incom- 
plete hemiplegia. The injections were made 
over the lower portion of the abdomen with a solu- 
tion of ergotine in glycerine and water, at first, 
which irritated so much that it was changed 
for the fluid extract. The injections were re- 
eated every second day for about six weeks. 
The hemorrhage then te a entirely ceased 
for four weeks, and the general appearance 
being much improved, they were omitted. The 
hemorrhage soon returned, and the injections 
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were resumed, and continued for two months, 
with immediate effect in arresting the metror- 
thagia. The patient then passed from my ob- 
servation, but I have since learned that, up to 
July last, over three months aiterward, she 
had been free from a return of the trouble. 

According to the experience of most ob- 
servers, ergot is most certain to benefit when 
the growth is firm and elastic and has not de- 
generated, but remains vascular. When its 
seat is sub-mucous or intestinal, where the 
uterine walls are healthy and capable of con- 
traction, the ergot acts not only by directly cut- 
ting off blood supply to the tumors, but also in 
causing contraction of the uterine wall, and ex- 
citing atrophy. 


Musce Volitantes. 


Dr. C. S. Fenner, inthe American Practitioner, 
says of these bodies :— 

Musceze volitantes are found in all eyes, in 
youth as well as in after-life; but ordinarily, 
owing to a wise provision of nature (diffraction), 
they cast no shadows on the retina, because, 
owing to their small size and the large size of 
the pupil, the shadows they would otherwise 
produce are obliterated by the bending of the 
rays of light around the opaque bodies before 
reaching the retina. In order that their pres- 
ence in the eyes may become manifest, it is or- 
dinarily necessary that the light should come 
from a point or be admitted through a minute 
opening in a screen held before the eye: Any 
one can easily prove the existence of great num- 
bers of opaque bodies in their own eyes by 
making in a black card or piece of tin foil a 
mall perforation with a fine needle, and look- 
ing through the hole with one eye—the other 
beirg closed—at the clear sky or at a milk-glass 
shade over a gas-light, or even at a sheet of 
a paper held before a brightly-burning 


m 

These bodies increase in size and number 
with advancing age, so as to be often visible in 
the ordinary exercise of vision. They frequently 
appear after vascular irritation, often induced 
by wearing glasses unsuited to the eyes, and 
cause painful forebodings of future blindness. 
Itis only in high grades of near-sightedness 
(posterior ge that their presence 
should be the cause of alarm. It is not my 
purpose to treat of entoptic phenomena in this 
paper, but simply to caution general practi- 
tioners against what seems to be a too common 
practice with many, to attribute all (to them) 
obscure affections of the eye to a disease of the 
optic nerve. 

In reference to muses volitantes perhaps it 
may be well to quote Donders, who says ‘* that 
few symptoms prove so alarming to persons of a 
nervous habit as musce volitantes, and they 
Immediately suppose that they are about to lose 
their sight by cataract or amaurosis. O-ten, 
alas! this anxiety is even still kept up by igno- 
tant practitioners.” 
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REvIEws AND Book Notices. 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 

——*“ Laceration of the Soft Parturient Pas- 
sages,” including one unreported case, and some 
details of ten others reported in various publica- 
tions, illustrative of the subject. A Mono- 
graph. By M. F. Bridgman, m. v., of Boston. 
1875, pp. 33. The title of this little pamphlet 
fully explains it contents. Dr. Bridgman care- 
fully details the nature, symptoms, results, and 
appropriate treatment of this terrible complica- 
tion of labor. We must differ a little with him 
in the statement that “there is more or less 
laceration of the os uteri in every case of 
labor.” If this were correct, then labor would 
cease to be what it really is, a truly physiologi- 
cal act. Dr. Bridgman carefully details a case 
which occurred to him. Unfortunately, no 
post-mortem was held, and hence the seat of 
the rupture was unknown, though the evidence 
pointed to its location at the fundus. We feel 
under an obligation to Dr. Bridgman for thus 
putting on record his case. He accompanies it 
with a brief résumé of a number of similar 
cases, which greatly add to the value of his 
little monograph. 

——Announcement is made in the Répertoire 
de Pharmacie that Professor Chevallier finding 
himself compelled to give up the direction of the 
Journal de Chimie Médicale, which he has edited 
for fifty years, these two journals will be com- 
bined. 

——The Dublin Medical Press and Circular 
remarks :—In the library of the Medical Society 
of London there exists a copy of a work by 
Servetus, ‘‘ Christianismi Restitutio—De Trini- 
tate Divina.”’ Every original copy of this work 
except one, which was retained by Colladon, 
onewf Servetus’ judges, was burned along with 
the author, by the implacable Calvin, for which 
copy the late Duke of Valiese paid nearly 400 — 
guineas, and it sold at his sale fur 3810 livres to 
the King of France. The edition, a copy of 
which is in the library of the Medical Society, 
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is without name of place, printer, or date. It 
is said to have been printed in London, in the 
year 1523, by Palmer, in Swan Alley, for 
Thomas Osborne, bookseller, but before it was 
completed was seized upon by John Kent, Mes- 
senger of the Press, and Wm. Squire, Messenger 
in Ordinary, on the 27th of May, in the above 
year, at the instance of Dr. Gibson, Bishop of 
London, and burned, a very few copies excepted. 
In this book is contained the first account of the 
circulation of the blood—nearly eighty years 
before the immortal Harvey published his dis- 
covery—(page 143 to page 151). 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Botanical Hand-book of Common Local, English, 
Botanical and Pharmacopeial Names, ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order, of most of the 
Crude Vegetable Drugs, etc., in common use : 
their Properties, Productions and Uses, in an 
abbreviated form. Compiled by Charles E. 
Hobbs. For sale by James Campbell, Boston. 
1 vol., 8vo, pp. 271. 


This work is arranged in three sections, and 
forms a complete index to medical botany. 
These sections are disposed as follows :— 

The first division of the work comprises a 
complete alphabetical list of common and local 
names by which botanical articles are known, 
referring to a second column, in which is the 
usual commercial English name of each com- 
mon name; and a third column giving the 
botanical name of both, from the best recog- 
nized authorities. This division of the work 
comprises 135 pages, giving over 8000 refer- 
ences, being a more complete list than has ever 
been published in any book of this kind. 


The second division of the work comprises a 
complete list of botanical names and synonyms, 
followed in the second column by their common 
names, and in the third column, in the case of 
the botanical names, giving the parts of plants 
and substances used, their properties and pro- 
ductions ; and in case of synonyms, the name it 
is a synonym for. The exhaustive manner in 
which this part of the subject has been treated 
may be inferred from the fact that 88 names of 
Cinchona are mentioned; and the author has 
standard authority not only for the botanical 
names, but for the explanations given. In this 
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part of the work are 85 pages, and over 5000 

botanical names. 

In the third division of the work, precedence 

is given to the Pharmacopeeial names, of which 
there are more than 2700, alphabetically 
arranged, on 46 pages, with the authority, 
whether United States, British or German 
Pharmacopeeia is referred to. In this list the 
common names come second, and the botanical 
names in the third column. The list is most 
complete, containing as it does in the list of 
Balsamum,, 29 names; Cortex, 159 names; 
Flores, 116 names; Folia, 90; Fructus, 51; 
Gummi, 66; Herba, 352; Oleum, 233; Radix, 
325; and Semen, 141. 
. Few physicians but have experienced the 
want of an index of this nature; and Mr. Hobbs 
has here compiled one with every desirable care 
and fullness. Druggists have constant need to 
refer to it, and they should regard it as next in- 
dispensable to the Dispensatory and Pharma- 
copoeia. 

The Student's Guide to the Practice of Midwifery. 
By D. Lloyd Roberts, m. p., M. R. ©. P, 
London, etc. Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blak- 
iston, 1876. pp. 317. Price $2.25. 

“This manual is written mainly for the 
instruction of students, though I hope it may 
sometimes be found of service to practitioners 
whose scant leisure may make it difficult for 
them to consult larger works.”’ 

These are the opening words of the author 
in his preface, but we cannot hope, after a 
careful perusal of the work, that very many 
practitioners, much less students, will be 
tempted to waste their time upon it. 

Manuals are always objectionable. No prac- 
titioner should ever be satisfied to use one, 
even though it were the best of its kind. As 
guide to the student, it is a failure, as witness 
the following: “The pelvis, as a whole, for 
obstetrical purposes, is divided into true and 
false pelvis; the true being that portion of it 
above the ilio-pectineal line, and the false that 
portion situated below it.” 

From the nature and variety of the subjects 
treated, this book assumes the part of a text 
book rather than that of a manual, and yet as & 
text-book it fails to impart the information most 
desired. 

We would be glad to herald this as the last , 
of its race, and are grateful to know that it is 
not the product of an American author. 
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CAUSES OF THE INCREASE OF NERVOUS 
DISEASE. 

There is a general belief on the part of physi- 
cians that nervous diseases are on the in- 
crease, and a strong suspicion among many of 
them that insanity also is growing in preva- 
lence. 

There is little doubt but that the immense 


much more to do with these facts—for facts we 
hold them to be—than the much-talked-of “‘ pres- 
sure of modern life,” “competition,” “‘over-brain- 
work,” etc. Insanity from alcohol is observed 
where this competition is at a minimum; in 
Guiana, for instance. Dr. J. S. Donan, ina 
late article on lunacy there (in the Journal of 
Mental Science), observes :— 

“With regard to the etiology of insanity in 
this colony, I cannot say that I find itin any 
way depending on, or-modified by, the nature of 
the climate. One of the most fertile causes is 
intemperance. I have noticed this more par- 
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many cases I have been able to trace alcohol as 
the direct agent. 

“ Among the lower classes rum is mostly 
used, and frequently in the form of ‘high 
wines,’ i. ¢., ram 40 over proof. It can easily 
be understood that this in time seriously inter- 
feres with the bodily health, and, acting as a 
poison, eventually produces cerebral lesions.” 
Not less certain is it that tobacco brings about 
the same result. Some years ago the French 
government directed the attention of the 
Academy of Medicine at Paris to this subject. 
A scientific statistician with an imperial com- 
mission was empowered to collect facts and 
data for a report, and a commission was ap- 
‘pointed to inquire into the influence of tobacco 
on the human system. The report stated that 
a large number of the diseases of the nervous 
system and of the heart, noticed in the cases of 
those affected with paralysis or insanity, were 
to be regarded as the sequence of excessive 
indulgence in the use of tobacco. M. Jolly 
said that ‘‘ tobacco seems primarily to act upon 
the organic nervous system, depressing the 
faculties and influencing the nutrition of the 
body, the circulation of the blood, and the 
number of red corpuscles in the blood.” At- 
tention was also called to the bad digestion, 
benumbed intelligence, and clouded memory of 
those who used tobacco to excess. 

Dr. B. W. Richardson, of London, observes 
that “smoking produces disturbance of the 
blood, of the stomach, heart, and brain, of the 
organs of sense, and of the nervous filaments 
of the sympathetic and organic nerves.’ 
Again, he states that “ tobacco-smoking arrests 
oxygenation of the blood, and thus interferes 
with the full development of the structures of 
the body, especially in the young.” 

For all this, it is ominous to note that in 
Great Britain, from every fresh return compiled, 
the use of tobacco is fast increasing, even 
when due allowance is made for increase of 
population. A recent report of the Inland 
Revenue Commissioners shows that, in the year 





ticularly among Creoles and Portuguese, and in 


1841, 23,096,281 ibs. weight was cleared in the. 
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United Kingdom, giving 133 oz. per head of the 
population ; whilst in the year 1874 the weight 
cleared was 46,991,590 fbs., being at the rate of 
1 th. 7 oz. per head. 

In the United States, France, and Germany 
the same is apparent. 

In this connection, it is noteworthy that Dr. 
A. F. W. Lye states, in the Cincinnati Lancet 
and Observer (April, 1876), that sassafras coun- 
teracts the injurious effects of tobacco on the 
nervous system. This, he adds, was first 
pointed out by Dr. Tompson, of Nashville, 
Tenn. A few drops of oil of sassafras, mixed 
with smoking tobacco, will, he asserts, render 
it innocuous. 


—————_- oa + 


Notes AND CoMMENTSs. 


Mercurial Poisoning from Canned Meats. 

A a recent meeting of the chemical section of 
the New York Academy of Sciences, Professor 
Falke stated that, on opening acan of cooked 
corned beef, put up by a company in Chicago, 
he noticed some bright metallic globules, which 
proved to be metallic mercury. Beside these, a 
considerable quantity of combined mercury was 
present in the form of albuminate of mercury. 
How the poison came in the meat isa mystery ; 
but a member suggested that, inasmuch as 
thermometers are employed to regulate the tem- 
perature when canning, the mercury may have 
come from a broken thermometer. It may be 
interesting to note that a case of poisoning has 
been reported in Boston from eating canned 
cooked corned beef. Another member of the 
Academy stated that he too suffered severely 
after eating two ounces, but whether from mer- 
cury he could not say. 





Multiple Gastric Ulcer. 

As gastric ulcer is an insidious and often 
larvated disease, it is worthy of note that, at a 
late meeting of the Pathological Society of 
London, Dr. Greenfield showed a specimen of 
multiple ulcers of the stomach, from a female 
who had suffered from several attacks of 
hematemesis, for one of which she was ad- 
mitted into St. Thomas’ Hospital. She re- 
mained in the hospital for about three weeks, 
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from perforation of an ulcer in the caecum. The 
stomach presented five ulcers situated on the 
posterior wall in the neighborhood of the 
lesser curvature ; two of them had cicatrized, 
and there was much thickening of the walls of 
the stomach, which was contracted in an hour- 
glass manner; the remaining three ulcers 
were open. Dr. William Brinton, out of 637 
cases of gastric ulcer, met with three in which 
there were four ulcers, and two in which there 
were five. The specimen showed that some of 
the ulcers were of much older date than the 
others. It also bore out the fact of their 
occurrence upon the posterior surface near the 
lesser curvature. It had been noticed that 
when two ulcers occur they are usually placed 
opposite to each other, one on the anterior and 
the other on the posterior wall. They occurred 
here on both sides of the contraction. 


Stove Polish as an Irritant. 

A correspondent suggests that a fertile 
source of catarrhal and bronchial irritation may 
be found in the use of stove polish. This being 
of metallic substance and of a drying nature, is 
expelled by heat, and mingles with the air of 
the room, and in this state of minute division 
finds its way into the respiratory tract, adhering 
to the first moist substance it meets. Hence 
the pharynx and Schneiderian membrane suffer 
rather than the lungs. He thinks follicular 
pharyngitis is often maintained by these exhala- 
tions. 





Detection of Nitro-benzol. 

The Scientific American says that to detect 
nitro-benzol in oil of bitter almonds, take a 
solution of chloride of tin, and add excess of 
caustic soda until the precipitate dissolves, then 
add a few drops of the substance to be tested, 
and heat. If nitro-benzol is present, it will be 
reduced to aniline. Next, add a few drops of 
carbolic acid and some hypochlorite of soda 
(Javelle water), when the peculiar purple color 
is produced. 





Purification of Sulphide of Carbon. 
Instead of the usual method of purification 
with mercury salts, S. Kern recommends the 
nitrate of lead, pulverized and mixed with a 
little metallic lead. The bisulphide is shaken 
with fresh quantities of the salt as long as it 
continues to blacken it; then it is decanted and 





without recurrence of hemorrhage, but died 





distilled. The affinity of lead for sulphuretted 
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hydrogen and sulphur in general leads us to 
believe that Mr. Kern’s method will prove a 
good one. Strips of bright metallic copper will 
also soon remove the color and much of the odor 
from bisulphide of carbon. Unfortunately, ex- 
posure to light causes both odor and color to 
return. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


THE CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBI- 
TION. 
Letter II. 


PROFESSOR POLITZER'S DISPLAY IN 
OTOLOGY. 


CENTENNIAL Exuisition, May 22, 1876. 





Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


The friends of otology in this country were 
much disappointed when it was announced 
that the distinguished professor Politzer, of the 
Royal University of Vienna, would not visit 
Philadelphia this season as a member, by invi- 
tation, of the International Medical Congress. 
This specialist, whose attainments are far above 
those of his fellows, in both special and general 
pathology, has not forgotten to contribute some 
most valuable and rare preparations, for exhibi- 
tion, to the International Fair. The exhibits 
of Professor A. Politzer consist of “‘ Anatomi- 
cal and Pathological Specimens of Healthy and 
Diseased Portions of the Human Ear,’ some 
forty-nine in number, showing the minute 
structure of the membrana tympani, middle 
ear, ossicula in position, labyrinth, semicircular 
canals and cochlea, prepared with a great 
amount of care. These specimens are tastily 
mounted, and are in a glass case, and would 
be a most worthy companion to Professor 
Hyrtl’s collection of the bones of the ears of 
almost all the animal creation, as well as those 
of man, now the property of the ‘‘ College of 
Physicians” of Philadelphia. Beside the large 
case, there is a smaller one, sent by Dr. 
Politzer, of fifteen actual, but enlarged, casts in 
plaster of the membrana tympani in its healthy 
and diseased state, as well as its appearances 
indicating intra-tympanal disease. 

Those who are interested in this collection 
will find it in the Austrian department, P. 28, 
Main Building, where will be found man 
other interesting objects well worthy of a visit 
from the physicians of this country. 

As early as 1862, Dr. Politzer was an earnest 
and devoted student of the ear and its diseases, 
and published his valuable discovery of inflat- 
ing and injecting the middle ear and Eustachian 
tube with air by means of his new apparatus. 
The value of this simple yet efficient means of 
restoring the hearing cannot be estimated, ex- 
cept by those who have experienced its brilliant 
results, By this means, a new power, of great 
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utility, was placed in the hands of the aural and 
general surgeon, which alone cured or relieved 
thousands of cases of deafness as if by magie, 
simply by removing a plug of mucus, or restor- 
ing the patency of the collapsed Eustachian 
tubes, and causing a renewal of the air in the 
tympanum. 

In 1864 Politzer, associated with Von Tréltsch 
and Schwartze, issued a most reliable journal, 
filled with useful and original communications 
on subjects connected direetly or indirectly with 
the ear and its diseases. 

In 1865 Dr. Politzer was elected a Professor 
of Otology in the University of Vienna, a very 
high compliment to a most deserving aspirant, 
who had, by his original investigations, become 
fully worthy of the high place to which he was 
elevated. 

In 1868 this distinguished writer published 
an original work ‘“‘ On the Membrana Tympani 
in Health and Disease,” illustrated by twenty- 
four chromo-lithographs, with clinical contribu- 
tions on the diagnosis and treatment of diseases 
of the ear. This beautiful monograph was 
translated and published in the United States, 
and not only became of great utility to aural 
surgeons, but must soon become familiar to the 
general practitioner, for without such a guide 
no one can undertake to diagnose the nature and 
extent of aural affections. 

With this work on the various appearances of 
the membrana tympani, accompanied with a 
thorough, general treatise (like one of our own 
text-books), the general practitioner may soon 
prepare himself to treat successfully, in their 
early stages, many of the cases which are now 
allowed to pass into an incurable state. 
Politzer has devoted much time and study to 
the action of the tuning fork, so as to make it 
of more utility in the diagnosis of the more 
obscure diseases of the ear. The latest work 
of-Politzer is a series of wall plates (chromo- 
lithographs), beautifully, and withal correctly, 
drawn, we suspect, by the Professor himself. 
These large .pictures are especially useful to 
the lecturer for elass demonstration. Two 
illustrations of these plates will be found over 
the case before described. Visitors can receive 
every information in regard to duplicates, etc., 
by applying to Dr. Charles H. Burnett, of this 
city, who has charge of the collection, or to Dr. 
Migerka, at the office of the Austrian Com- 
mission for the International Exhibition, any 
day, at twelve o’clock. Yours, etc., A 


Foreign Body in the Throat. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 

On the 19th of last month I was sent for b 
Patrick McCarty, 87 Frankfort street. 
arrived at his house at three o’clock p.m. He 
told me that he awoke at one o'clock in the 
morning with a ehoking sensation in his throat ; 
that he was very much alarmed, and sent for a 
doctor at that early hour; not finding any' 
relief, he sent for another by eight o'clock. 
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was the third. He was sitting in a chair, com- 
plaining of great. difficulty in swallowing and 
in breathing. On looking into the throat, the 
fauces were very red and intensely congested. 
No cedema of the glottis; pulse regular, but 
rather weak; no fever. Physical examination 
showed some large crepitation over both lungs ; 
no dullness. I was at a loss to account for so 
much suffering from a sore throat merely ; but 
he was a very hervous man, and I attributed 
much of his symptoms to that cause. 
Next morning I was sent for in baste. His 
wife, who was also the messenvger, told me that 
last night he missed his false tooth and the 
late which held it. She looked all over the 
ed, but could not find it. She said that he 
must have swallowed his false tooth, to which 
he agreed. 
When I again saw him he looked bad. He 
complained of intense pain in his throat, about 
three inches below the cricoid cartilage, and to 
the right of the median line; no fever; pulse 
feeble; color bad; skin cold; could not lie 
down; could not swallow a drop of water; 
breathing rather difficult ; appearance of fauces 
about same as yesterday. i passed my finger 
down as far as possible, but could feel nothing. 
Among the instruments that I brought from 
my office was one that is called “the bristle 
probang.” Having passed it down the cesopha- 


gus near to the cardiac orifice, I expanded the 
bristles and drew up the oor mg ; but, 


alas! though I felt the foreign , I did not 
fetch it; it slipped the bristles. However, I 
tried again. Passing it down in the same man- 
ner, I drew it upa little more slowly, and to 
my great joy, and to the delight of the patient, 
I landed the obstruction on the floor. The plate 
measured two inches in length and one in width ; 
it was made of hard rubber, the edges sharp 
and serrated, with one incisor tooth attached. 
The patient was immediately relieved. 

The most remarkable thing about the case was 
that the man did not miss his tooth for twenty 
hours after he had swallowed it, and it was only 
by his wife calling attention to it that he 
began to feel as if he had. He went to bed 
sober. 

Cver seven years ago I was at Tieman’s, the 
instrument maker. Happening to see “the 
bristle probang,” and thinking it might be 
useful in withdrawing pins and needles from 
the esophagus, I bought it. I never had occa- 
sion to use it until this time, but it was cer- 
tainly on this occasion the means of saving the 
man’s life. If that sharp plate had remained 
where it was, or had gone down into the 
stomach, it must have cut its way out some- 
where, causing ulceration and peritonitis. 

There is now in the museum of Bellevue 
Hospital a specimen where some false teeth 
attached to a gold plate were swallowed, caus- 
ing pericarditis and death. Some time in 1864, 
@ man was brought into the hospital with 
delirium tremens ; after a few days pericarditis 
was established, and the man died.. The post- 
mortem revealed the fact that the false teeth had 


Corre :,sondence. 
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ulcerated through the cesophagus into the peri- 
cardium. 

Gentlemen, do not go to bed with false teeth 
in, nor get drunk before you place them in 
your pocket. Yours truly, 

Joun Burke, &M. D., 


147 Lexington avenue, New York city. 


The Causes of Typhoid Fever. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sure. RerortEr :— 

Your correspondent, W. J, Craigen, in No. 
20 of your journal, contends that sewers and 
cesspools are not a cause of typhoid fever. [ 
suppose the Doctor means defective sewers 
and cesspools ; for properly-constructed sewers 
are doubtless preventives, and not causes. Doc- 
tors will differ. The Doctor thinks- that his 
experience has taught him the fallacy of the 
sewer theory, and smiles at those who hold a 
different opinion. He quotes the opinion of 
Professor Wood, who believes that crowded 
localities and miasmatic influence may cause it; 
and also that of Trousseau, who says that it is 
endemic in great centres of population. 

The Doctor says that he has found the dis- 
ease among lumbermen, deep in the pine forests, 
where there are no cesspools, and that it occurs 
in small, open towns, where density of popula- 
tion does not exist. 

It does not appear to occur to the Doctor, that 
the absence of sewers is probably the cause of 
its occurrence in the above-named places. 

If the Doctor had maintained that emanations 
from sewers and cesspools were not the only 
originators of the disease, he would, probably, 
have found no one to deny the proposition ; but 
when he says that they are never a cause, he 
runs counter to the opinion of the entire scien- 
tific world. 

That we do not yet know the specific organic 
poisons capable of producing the disease, I 
readily acknowledge. I am, however, inclined 
to think, with Professor Flint, that probably the 
next great discovery in medicine will be the 
nature of these invisible agents, and thence 
prophylaxis. 

That we cannot, in every instance, trace the 
disease to its cause, only proves our own defect- 
ive means of observation; but when we go 
earnestly to work, I think that we will find very 
few cases in any place, even on the mountain- 
tops, in which we cannot trace the disease to 
defective drainage, or to other organic poisons, 
or, in other words, to the excrementitious matters 
thrown off by the excretions of the human body; 
the refuse, whether solid or liquid, which is 
always accumulating in inhabited places. 

In isolated places, such as the Doctor speaks 
of, beside “ pure streams and bubbling springs,” 
these excreta are almost invariably allowed to 
accumulate close to dwellings, and escape into the 
soil around, so that it becomes saturated, and, in 
many cases, finds its way into springs and wells. 

Liebermeister says that the prevalence of 
typhoid fever in any place, depends largely 
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upon the extent to which its inhabitants drink 
the contents of their privies and sewers. 

I, too, have seen this disease prevailing in 
mountain districts, but I have rarely seen a case 
in which I could not, with extreme probability, 
point out the source of the disease. 

I accept, in toto, the doctrine that no amount 
of organic filth can originate the disease, but 
that the germ of the disease must be deposited 
before it can be developed ; and that when de- 
posited in situations favorable for such develop- 
ment, among which human excreta are most 
favorable, a vast propagation may follow. 

As regards the infectious nature of fresh 
fever stools, I hold, with Liebermeister, that they 
are capable of producing the disease ; but that, 
when a certain indefinite period has elapsed, 
they then become prime factors of the disease. 

I believé that these yiews have a force which 
no mere theories can possess, for they are sus- 
tained by a greater number of facts, collated 
from all parts of the globe, than any other views 
yet proposed. Gro. B. FunDENBERG, M. D. 

Cumberland, Maryland. 


Shoe Thread as a Lig&ture. 
Ep. Mep. and Surc. Reporter :— 

Sometimes, by force of circumstances or acci- 
dent, we stumble upon an idea or diseovery, 
which, although apparently insignificant in 
itself, yet, under certain circumstances, acts 
with the happiest effect. 

Dr. Love, of Winchester, and myself, stran- 
gulated a large uterine polypus, the subject 
being a lady aged about 45 years, and for the 
want of something better, as we thought, used 
acord made of shoe thread. The fibres of the 
flax, by absorbing the moisture of the vagina, 
contracted, thereby acting as a sure écraseur, 
without the possibility of any hemorrhage at 
all. The polypus came away in 31 hours. 

. M. SENcINDIVER, M. D. 

Darkesville, West Virginia. 
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Social Science Association. 


A conference of the American Social Science 
Association was held in this city last week. 

The Training of Nurses was treated of in a 
paper by Dr. J. H. Packard, to which we shall 
refer on a future occasion. 

Dr. Edw. C. Mann, Medical Superintendent of 
the State Emigrant Asylum, of New York, read 
& paper on “State medicine in its relations to 
intemperance and the inebriate,” contending 
that more efficient and wise legislation was ne- 
cessary to prevent that widespread and univer- 
sal disease of intemperance, and this could be 
best accomplished through the Legislature, by 
their directing their wisdom and intelligence in 
the channels by which a knowledge of sanitary 
and hygienic laws, and the penalties consequent 
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; 

upon their violation, would be diffused among 
the masses. Public sentiment must be enlight- 
ened and changed before prohibitory laws and 
statutes will avail. The speaker then referred 
to the prevalence of intemperance as being 

overned by a cosmic law, which consists essen- 
tially in the fact that the tendency to intemper- 
ance increases and its effects on man become 
more disastrous, as we go from the equator, 
where intemperance is comparatively rare, to- 
wards the northern regions of the globe, where 
it is both very prevalent and in its effects vio- 
lent. Reviewing the habits and tendencies of 
some of the foreign countries in this respect, 
he said that the greatest amount of disease and 
crime resulting from intemperance was shown 
to have occurred in those countries where the 
climate and the nervous temperament of the 
inhabitants render the effect of indulgence in 
alcoholic stimulants especially hurtful to the 
brain and nervous system. In combating the 


‘manifold evils of intemperance, we need to 


educate the public up to the idea that alcohol, 
instead of being a tonic or restorative to the 
system, is a narcotic—irritant poison: that it 
has no analogue in the human system, and that 
its use will inevitably result in the impairment 
of the mental and physical health, not only of 
the individual himself, but of his offspring. 
Enlarging upon the expensiveness to the State 
in a loss of productive power, and the mainten- 
ance of inebriate asylums, the speaker “— 
that the Legislature should appreciate the fact 
that the use of alcohol is a form of suicide, and 
must legislate in that direction. He suggested 
that in any law upon the subject the require- 
ment be made imperative upon the next of kin 
and heirs at law, arid those upon whom, in case 
of death, the duties of administration devolve, 
to invoke the power of the law in all cases of 
inebriety, so that remedial restraint may be 
applied to the patient’s uncontrolled actions, 
which are alike detrimental to himself and to 
those about him. 


Association of American Medical Editors. 


This Association met at the Continental 
Hotel on the evening of June 5th. The attend- 
ance was large. The president, E. N. Bell, 
called the Association to order and delivered 
his annual address. The subject of his dis- 
course was “ The Relation of Medical Editors to 
the Medical Profession in the United States.” 

At the close of the address a discussion was 
entered into in the interest of reform in medical 
schools. Dr. Parvin, of Indianapolis, offered a 
resolution expressive of approval of the prelimi- 
nary course and the graded course of three 
years, with the stated examinations, as carried 
out in some of the colleges, which was adopted. 

The following officers were elected for the 


‘ensuing year: President, H. C. Wood, m. p.; 


Vice-president, Professor Byford, of Chicago ; 
Permanent Secretary, Frank H. Davis, m. p., of 
Chicago. Adjourned. 
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Association of American Medical Teachers. 


This body met on June 2d and 34, in this 
city. A large amount of business was trans- 
acted. The details will be given in an early 
number of the Reporter. 


Personal. 


—Dr. Joseph Carson, who filled the chair of 
Materia Medica in the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania, has been com- 
pelled to relinquish it, after a service of forty 
years, on account of ill-health. 


—Dr. Samuel Johnson, a late graduate of 
Jefferson College, Philadelphia, is in charge, as 
Chef de Clinique, in the throat department of 
one of the London Medical Colleges, and assist- 
ant to the celebrated Dr. Mackinzie. 


—In the department of Instruments of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, in the Centennial Exhibition, 
Dr. C. B. White has been appointed chairman 
of the Judges of Awards, Dr. J. H. Thompson, 
Secretary. 


—Louis Victor Armstead Henry, born March 
10, 1767, at Cherbourg, France, and a veteran 
of the First Napoleon’s army, and 65 years a 
resident of this country, is in this city, attending 
the Centennial. 


—Dr. Samuel Johnson died on Monday 
night, aged eighty-five. He was not the dis- 
tinguished lexicographer, but the oldest physi- 
cian in Salem, Massachusetts. 


—Dr. W. A. Hardaway has resigned the 
editorship of the St. Louis Clinical Record. 
Dr. Wm. B. Hazard is his successor, who is 
favorably known as an accomplished writer. 


Items. 


— Yellow fever is epidemic at Rio de Janeiro, 
the deaths averaging 80 to 100 daily. 


—The following specimen of English, pure 
and undefiled, is from the Liverpool Times: “A 
doctor was lately summoned to a cottage at 
Harwood, in Teasdale, and found a boy in need 
of his services. ‘Put out your tongue,’ said the 
doctor. The boy stared like an owl. “My 
good boy,’ requested the medical man, ‘ let me 
see your tongue.’ ‘Talk English, doctor,’ said 
the mother; and then, turning to her son, she 
said: ‘Hoppen thy gobbler, and put out thy 
lolliker.’ The boy rolled out his tongue in a 
moment.’’ 


<> 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Gelseminum Poisoning. 


In answer to the inquiries of J. M. D., Dr. P. F. 
Whitehead, of Miss., writes that “‘whisky admin- 
istered hypodermically willcorrect the toxic effects 
of an ove: dose of gelseminum.,”’ 


Dr. E. C. Chapman, of Iowa, writes :— 

In the Reporter, for May 20th, I noticed an 
inquiry from J. M. D., of Pennsylvania, asking for 
the best treatment for the toxic effect of gelseminum 
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when cases are seen too late toevacuate the stomach 
by the use of emetics. I have treated three cases, 
in each of which the toxic effect of this drug wag 
fully established. My first case was thatof a negro, 
aged thirty, and very robust, who had taken, 
through mistake, more than one ounce of the tine. 
ture gelseminum. In this case I arrived too late to 
use emetics. I immediately prepared astrong solu. 
tion of ammonia carb., one drachm, to aqua, two 
ounces. Of this I gave one teaspoonful every hour, 
I also gave every two hours one-tenth grain sulph, 
strychnie in one ounce of brandy, until he 
taken four doses of the strychnia, when I sns- 
pended the strychnia, but continued to adminis. 
ter the ammonia and brandy until the toxic effect 
of the gelseminum was subdued. My other cases 
were treated in the same manner and by the same 
remedies. 


“Ts there such a thing as a painiess cure for the 
opium habit? With this class of patients every 
attempt to throw off the drug throws them into 
such agony that they are forced toresume the habit,” 

, M.D. 


Slovenc.—Consultation with homeopathic physi- 
cians is discreditable to any scientific practitioner, 
and not less so to specialists in surgery than to 
others. Your neighbor's faults do not excuse 
yours, 

Dr. C. B., of Miss,, asks for information regarding 
the “mad-stone,” popularly used in rabies, Is it 
wholly a superstition ? 


MARRIAGES. 


EMMET—Monson.—On Thursday, June Ist, at the 
Church of the Transfiguration, by Rev. Dr. G. H. 
Houghton, assisted by Rev. Arthur Brooks, Bache 
McEvers Emmet, M. D., and Annie Frances, daugh- 
ter of the late J udge Levinus Monson. 

LAIGHT—BALDWIN.—At Milton, Mass.,on Thurs- 
day, May 25th, at the residence of George S. Cush- 
ing, Esq., by Rev. i S. Bennitt, Charles Laight, 
M. D., of this city, and Sarah D., daughter of the late 
Edward Baldwin. 


DEATHS. 


BARTLEs.—After a short illness, of pneumonia, on 
Jersey City Heights, May 19th, 1876, Murietta, wife 
of Dr. O. 8. Barties, aged 65 years, 7 months, and 18 
days. 

BurR.—On the l4th instant, Dr. Hudson 8. Burt, 
in the 70th year of his age. 

CHAMPION.—In Vincentown, on Tuesday, the 16th 
instant, Dr. Charles 8, Champion, in the 34th year 
of his age. 

ComstocK.—At Mount Kisco, N. Y., May 15th, 
after a lingering sickness, Dr, Albert Lee Comstock, 
in the 74th year of his age. 

FitcH.—In New York City, May 15th, 1876, Catha- 
rine, daughter of the late omas Willock, of Nor- 
folk, Va., and wife of S. 8S. Fitch, M. p. 

LANGDON.—On Saturday, May 13th at 11.45 o’ciock, 
Pp. M., Henry A. Langdon, M. D., aged 37 years. 

NELSoN.—In Boonville, New York, Tuesday, 
April 18th, Mrs. Mary L. ‘Nelson, daughter of the 
late William Wheelock, and wife of Dr. William 8. 
Nelson, of Taberg, New York, aged thirty-seven 
years and six months. 

Mrs. Mary L. Nelson was the daughter of the late 
William Wheelock, a sister of Mrs. ©. B. Austin, 
and the wife of Dr. Wiliiam H. Nelson, of Taberg. 
She was gifted with many lovable traits of charac- 
ter, with the most refined tastes for the beautiful, the 
good and the true. She passed from earth without 
a fear, reposing implicitly upon the promise of the 
Saviour. 

WooDHULL.—On the l4th ult., at his residence, 
Newark, N.J., Dr. Addison W. Woodhull. 
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